146         THE BATTLE ON THE OUECQ

During the 10th September the withdrawal of the
Army came to a standstill with the main body of the
marching columns in the area north of the wooded
country  about  Villers  Cotterets,   whilst  their rear-
guards halted south of the woods on an approximate
line east of   Crepy-en-Valois-Grumilly, north of the
upper Gurcq.   The plunge of the great columns of
the Army into the forest zone must have made it
difficult for the enemy to discover their whereabouts.
Marwitz's   Cavalry   Corps,   with   KraeweFs  Brigade,
covered the left flank of the Army, and by the evening
was in the vicinity of the upper Crise near Soissons;
whilst   Lepers   Reserve   Brigade   and   Schulenburg's
LandweJir Brigade protected the right flank about
Compi&gne, and the 4th Cavalry Division was occupying
the bridges over the Aisne between Attichy and Soissons,
as ordered.   The Army Commander went to Coeuvres-et-
Valsery, whither the Chiefs of Staff of all the Corps were
summoned to discuss the measures required to get corps
units in their right places again, to arrange lateral troop-
movements, the withdrawal of trains across and beyond
the Aisne, and to regulate the further details of the
food and ammunition supply, and the question of
billeting areas.

The retreat was carried out, for the most part,
without any friction. The great strain which had
naturally been put on the columns and trains made an
occasional stimulus necessary to hurry them along,
The enemy did not pursue in the true sense of the word:
he had clearly expected the battle to be continued on
the 9th and 10th September, and therefore found him-
self behind time as soon as the new operation began.
The only exception to this was that rearguard fighting
with a strong force of enemy's cavalry, probably